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Dear Teacher,
We would like to extend a warm welcome to the Infectious Diseases: Ebola International Video
Conference! This conference is possible through a partnership between the Centre for Global
Education, and TakingITGlobal. We are excited to have you and your students engage in our
interactive virtual classroom and participate in the live event on December 1st, 2014.
International Day of the Girl Child is an international observance day to support more opportunities for
girls, and increase awareness of inequality faced by girls worldwide based upon their gender.
To help prepare for the event, we have create this guide to help you facilitate your students’
participation in the video conference and the pre‐conference activities. It contains instructions on how
to join the virtual classroom, through which they will collaborate with their peers all over the world,
and an overview of the lessons housed there. All resources mentioned in this curricular guide will be
found linked to the corresponding Activities inside the virtual classroom.
Thank you again for being willing to reach beyond the class and connect your students to their peers,
as we all seek to help promote awareness of girl’s rights all over the world.
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to our team at encounters@tiged.org

The Global Encounters team

Key Dates
Date
Classroom Collaboration

November
25th

Live & Interactive Infectious Diseases: December 1st
Ebol

Between November 25th and December 1st,
students will engage in activities to learn more
about inequalities faced by females around the
world and interact with their peers to discuss
their project ideas through the Virtual Classroom
(online collaboration space).
On this day, participating classrooms will join
LIVE together to share their action projects, hear
from their peers, and guest speakers.

Key Components of the Virtual Classroom:
There are two key components to the video conference:
A) The Virtual Classroom – this online space is used by teachers to access lesson plans and activities,
and by students to collaborate with their peers. Through this secure website, students post blogs,
participate in discussion boards and get to know their fellow peers from all the world. Collaboration
on the site will take place between November 25th and December 1st.
B) The Video Conference  this is the culminating activity to the two weeks of online collaboration
using the Virtual Classroom. In this live and interactive event, students will see, listen to and engage
with a series of experts from across Canada. Students will also have an opportunity to ask questions
and share their own thoughts and research. The video conference will take place between 9:00
10:30am (Mountain time) on Monday, December 1st, 2014.

HOW TO JOIN THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM
1. Teachers can join the Virtual Classroom by using the following registration link and entering
registration code
Registration Link: http://encounters.tiged.org/ebola/register/
Registration code: goglobal
2. Students can join the Virtual Classroom by using following registration code and link:
Registration Link: http://encounters.tiged.org/ebola/register/
Registration code: goglobal
3. If you and your students are not yet members of TakingITGlobal you will be prompted to create
a free account.
4. After joining the Virtual Classroom, you can visit http://encounters.tigweb.org/ (listed under
“My Events” on the homepage).

ACTIVITY OUTLINE
Ahead of the video conference, you will lead your class through 1 (or all) of the activity available in the
assignments section of the virtual classroom, each designed to take a 30  45minute block of time.
Activities also include corresponding collaboration activities to provide a further opportunity to
participate in the virtual classroom. We ask that you strongly encourage and support this participation.
The table below provides an outline of the lessons and their corresponding collaboration activities; all
resources mentioned here can be found linked to the corresponding activity posting inside the virtual
classroom.

Task

Description

1

Role of International
Organizations and Canada in the
Ebola crisis

Students will be exploring the role international organizations
and Canadian government is playing in handling the Ebola
outbreaks. Comparing and contrasting the roles to determining
how international community and Canada is playing a role
during this global crisis.

2

Role of media and social media
in the Ebola crisis

3

Extension Lesson: Pass It On 
tracking of viruses

Students will be exploring the different perspectives portray
media and social media. Students will also discover how media
and social media can be both a tool for a making differences or
spreading misinformation.
A classroom activity that will help student learn how virus can
spread a community.

